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O L EImustifodman!

ur culture is filled with competing images
Oof manhood. On the one hand, we see the

stereotypical “macho man,” appealing to a
primitive and primal urge within mankind. This man
israw power, destroying everyone and everything that
stands in his way as he forcibly climbs his way to the
top. Often in response to this extreme, testosterone-
fueled ideal, we see an alternative vision of manhood
that is both sensitive and serene. Increasingly we
celebrate this form of revised masculinity and the
many forms of self-expression that it may take.

While there is goodness and even truth in both of
these visions, for me they both suffer from the same
sickness of self-indulgence and self-absorption.
Whatever the external form may take, the root sickness
is still a love of self and preoccupation with one’s own
needs, wants, and desires. The sin of selfishness can be
bold and proclaimed for all to see, or can be whispered
in the gentlest of voices. Scripture, however, invites
us to consider a third option.

Though rarely celebrated in our world, Proverbs
reminds us that kindness is one of the defining traits
of true manhood. “What is desired in a man?”” This
is the question of Proverbs 19, and is a question to be
asked of ourselves (if a man), or of the men in your
life. Wealth, power, strength, influence, artistry, self-
awareness, and confidence may all come to mind. Yet
what about kindness? Does it top your list?

Kindness is so much more than being nice or
polite to someone. To be kind is to lay aside your own
desires and seek the good of another. Kindness is the
death of self-fulfillment for it finds its fulfillment in
the love and care for someone else. It is for
this reason that we celebrate the kindness
of God.

Kindness is often highlighted as a core
component of a genuinely good person,
demonstrating a man's character through
his actions and intentions.

Kindness, especially in the
form of active listening and
empathy, strengthens bonds with
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loved ones and allows for deeper connections.
Promotes well-being: Kindness is not only beneficial for
others, but also for the individual practicing it, leading to
increased happiness and a stronger sense of self-worth.

Acts of kindness, no matter how small, can create a
more positive and supportive atmosphere, both at home
and in the community.

Redefines masculinity: Kindness
challenges traditional, often harmful,
stereotypes of masculinity by
highlighting qualities like emotional
intelligence and empathy as strengths.
In essence, kindness isn't just about being
"nice"; it's about actively seeking the good of
others and demonstrating a genuine concern
for their well-being, making it a fundamental
aspect ofaman's character and relationships.
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When the axe came to the forest, the trees
said the handle was one of us. Until they felt
its cuts:. BETRAYAL IS within.

When a kid grows up, a pencil is replaced by
apen just to make the kid realize that now it
is not easy to erase the mistake.

One day, the ground we walk on will be our
roof.

If loyalty was real, water is not supposed to
cook the fish.

How I wish RIP means Return If Possible.

One sad truth about life is that you may not
even be partofthe future you’re stressed about.

The day you lose your father is the
day you will realize that you have
lost the only man who wanted to see
you better than him.

The sheep lived all her life, fearing
the wolf, but it was the shepherd that
finally ate it.

When we were kids, we cried loudly
tobenoticed. Butnow we cry silently
because we don’t want anyone to
know.

Undeniable
truths of
life

10) Mymomalwayssaid, "don’ttalk while eating."
I never knew she was talking about life.

11) Just because you have a good mom, doesn’t
mean your dad has a good wife.

12) Just because you’re a good person, doesn’t
mean the world owes you kindness.

13)  When the blind man sees, he
throws away the stick that has been
helping him for years.

14) Nowadays,you MAY need mon-
ey to become a member of your own
family.

15) FAMILY islikea FOREST from
a distance. They are all close until you
get closer to see how SEPARATED
trees are:
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