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KAMARAJAR:

FATHER OF EDUCATION

PERUNTHLAIVAR" Kamarajar was born on 15
July 1903 in Virudhupatti, Madras Presidency,
to Kumaraswami Nadar and Sivakami Ammal.
His father Kumaraswami Nadar was a coconut merchant and
his parents named him Kamatchi, after their
family deity.His parents called him as Raja and the
portmanteau of both the names became Kamaraj later.
Kamaraj had a younger sister named Nagammal.

At the age of five, Kamaraj was enrolled in the local
elementary school being admitted in the high school
later. Kamaraj's grandfather and father died in quick
succession when he was only six years old with his
mother forced to support the family.Later, Kamaraj
dropped out of school at the age of 12 and joined a
cloth shop run by his maternal uncle as a salesman.He
learnt Silambam, an ancient martial art and also spent time
singing bhajans of lord Muruga along with the locals.
Kamaraj showed an interest in public happenings and politics
sincetheage of 13. While working in hisuncle's shop, he began
to attend panchayats and other political meetings addressed
by activists such as P. Varadarajulu Naidu and George
Joseph. He keenly followed Swadesamitran, a Tamil daily
and often discussed the happenings with people of his age
at the shop.

Kamaraj was attracted by Annie Besant's Home
Rule Movement and inspired by the writings of Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee and Subramania Bharati. Due to
his inclination towards politics and not spending time
on the business, he was sent to Thiruvananthapuram
to work at a timber shop owned by another of his uncles.
While in Kerala, he continued to participate in public
activities and took part in the Vaikom Satyagraha, which
was conducted for getting access to the prohibited public
areas of the Vaikom Temple to people of all castes.
Kamaraj was called back to his native and despite attempts
by his mother to find him a bride, Kamraj refused
to get married.

Born as Kamatchi, Kamaraj had dropped out
of school early and had little formal education.
He became active in the Indian Independence
movement in the 1920s and was imprisoned by
the British Raj multiple times due to his activities.
In 1937, Kamaraj was elected to the Madras
Legislative Assembly after winning in the 1937
Madras Presidency Legislative Assembly election.
He was active during the Quit India Movement in
1942, because of which he was incarcerated for three
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years till 1945.

After the Indian Independence, Kamaraj served as
a Member of Parliament in the Lok Sabha from 1952
to 1954 before becoming the Chief Minister of Madras
State in April 1954. During his almost decade long tenure
as the chief minister, he played a major role in developing
the infrastructure of the state and improving the quality of
life of the needy and the disadvantaged. He was responsible
for introducing free education to children and expanded
the free Midday Meal Scheme, which resulted in significant
improvement in school enrollment and growth of literacy
rates in the state over the decade. He is widely known as Kalvi
Thanthai (Father of education) because
of his role in improving the educational
infrastructure.

Kamaraj was known for his simplicity and
integrity. He remained a bachelor throughout
his life and did not own any property when
he died in 1975. Former Vice-president
of the United States Hubert Humphrey,
referred to Kamaraj as one of the greatest
political leaders in all the countries. He was
awarded with India's highest civilian honour,
the Bharat Ratna, posthumously in 1976.
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DIFFERENT LEARNING
DISABILITIES IN CHILDREN

Brain disorder that affects a child’s ability to

use their academic skills such as reading and
problem solving. One in ten children are diagnosed
by abrain disorder. Brain nerves differ from human
to human. There is no stereotype called “Normal
Brains”.

Differences inbrainneurosystemleads to various
disorders. These disorders affecthow children learn
and developunlike neurotypical children. Alearning
disability Is not a problem with intelligence and
children with learning disorders are just as smart
as their neurotypical peers. As their brain nerves
are wired differently it creates a difference in how
they receive and process information.

Disability Vs Disorder

Adisability is a physical/mental impairment that
limits major life activities like walking, speaking,
learning or walking. Some disabilities are visible
while some are hidden disabilities like Autism or
other major brain related problem.

Disorder is not as impactful as disabilities. It
refers to a medical or psychological condition that
affects a person from functioning typically while
with certain treatments and therapies a person /child
with a specific brain disorder can gain help in the
areas of challenges in their lives.

Learning disabilities differ from child to child as
one child can read well but cannot perform simple
mathematical calculations. Let’s discuss some of the
common learning disabilities in children.

Dyslexia (Reading disability)

Dyslexiaisadisability inreading. Children with
this disorder have problem in identifying speech
sounds and how they decode letters and words. It is
caused by differences in areas of brain that processes
language. These children will face problem with
reading, writing and spelling whereas it is not a
problem with their intelligence. There is no cure for
dyslexia but children can opt for different teaching

methods that will help them improve their skills.

ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactive
Disorder)

ADHD commonly detected condition among
school kids. This is a brain disorder which impacts
the child’s attention/concentration. These kids are
tend to be impulsive and hyperactive.

Impulsivity means difficulty physical and
emotional self-control which leads to acting without
thinking, making careless mistakes, organizing and
managing time.

Hyperactivity refers to kids with
uncontrollable physical energy. Being unable
to sit still,fidgeting,unable to concentrate on
tasks, excessive talking , no sense of danger
are the common traits of hyperactive behavior.
Occupational therapy can help these children to
cope up with their disorder and lead a fulfilling life.

Dyscalculia (Problem with math)

Dyscalculia is a learning disability in maths.
Children with this condition have hard time solving
basic math problems. Itis associated with problemin
number related skills and understanding. Children/
adult with this disorder often experience anxiety,
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depression and other difficulties when they have to
do math. We all have one friend in our classroom
who doesn’t get math, which must be because of
an underlying condition that stops him/her from
being good at maths. For people with dyscalculia
means their brain works differently from the brain
of someone who doesn’t have disorder that affects
how their brain works.

Dysgraphia (Writing disorder)

It is a neurological condition that affects a
person from converting their thoughts into written
language. It is also called as specific learning
disability. In short, dysgraphia is a brain disorder
that affects a person’s ability to write. Writing is
a complex process that involves many skills and
brain functions such as fine motor skills, language
processing and a working memory. Children will
have challenges with spelling, letter formation and
grammar.

Dyspraxia (Development coordination
Disorder)

Itisaneurodevelopmental condition that makes
it difficult for the child to perform motor skills. It
causes wide range of issues with movement and
coordination such as riding a bicycle or playing
a sport and writing. A child will lose the ability to
perform any action with accuracy. While this is a
common development disorder There is no cure for
this condition while different therapies can help the

o 2024 «

child overcome challenges.
Understanding Neurodiversity

There is no “normal brain” concept and the
neurological variants discussed above are simply
natural human brain differences rather than defects.
There is a wide range of ways that people perceive
and respond to the world and these differences are
to be embraced and encouraged.

Let’s support the neurodiverse individuals in
living a fulfilling and meaningful lives rather than
trying to fix or cure them.

Special Note

Many parents misunderstand their child’s
simple learning disabilities with Autism and they
worry much about their future. This is due to lack
of awareness and misconceptions. A learning
disability is a minor neurological difference in a
child’s brain whereas Autism is a complex brain
disorder. Many schools deny to admit students
with minor learning problems which is need to be
taken care with immediate effect at the same our
government initiated significant actions in each
and every government schools with
professional supportto help achild
with special needs. Which helps the
childto experience and educated in
anormal school just as their peers.

RANJANIN

(B.Sc. Computer Science)
The Nilgiris.
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