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TIGER THE AND THE
WOOD-PECKER

(Tit for Tat)

O ne day as a tiger was devouring
the game he had killed, a bone
gotstuckin his teeth. Awoodpecker who
lived in the branches above watched him
eating the game butdid not realize what
had happened. The tiger tried and tried
butcould not getthe bone out. " willnot
be able to eat anything unless I get this
bone out" said the tiger. Days passed by
and he was getting weaker and weaker.

The woodpecker was wondering,
what was wrong with the tiger? "What

is the matter with you? Why are you
keeping your mouth open?" asked the
woodpecker.

The tiger beckoned to the woodpeck-
er to come near and he pointed to the
bone in his teeth.

"Oh! you are in a lot of pain" said the
woodpecker. "I canremove the bone only
ifyou promise to give me a portion of the
flesh of the animal you hunt." The tiger
nodded his head as he could not speak.

The woodpecker flew into the tiger's
mouth, caught the bone
firmly with his strong beak
and came out of the tiger's
mouth at full speed. Then
the woodpecker perched
on a tree. He dropped the
bone on the tiger's head.

"I better get myself
some food, I am starving"
said the tiger. A few hours
later the tiger killed an an-
imal and began to eat. The
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woodpecker tried to remind the tiger
of his promise to share his food. But the
tiger looked at the woodpecker and pre-
tended to have never seen him.

"Who are you? Why should I offer
any part of this?" said the tiger. The
woodpecker was shocked. The tiger was
so ungrateful. He came down from the
branches and said, "Don't you remem-
ber me? [ pulled the bone out from your
teeth! How could you forget me?" The
tiger laughed and said, "You know [ am
a wild animal. I could have easily eaten
you up when you entered my mouth. Be
grateful that I let you free."

The woodpecker was furious. "That's
it. Imust teach him a lesson. He took ad-
vantage of me. He thinks I am weak. But
[ have my sharp beak." The woodpecker
patiently waited for the tiger to dose off

after a heavy meal.

"Nowisthetime," said the woodpecker.

The woodpecker swooped down and
pecked atone ofthe tiger's eyes blinding
it. The tiger roared with pain "You have
pierced my eyes. How can you be so cru-
el?" roared the tiger in pain.

"You know, I have a sharp beak.Icould
have easily blinded both eyes but1didn't,
be grateful for that and stop roaring."

MORAL:
EAGEIG AL

s QusnsmoisHestb @ Likston_mb 2 tiee
Qe Qleetmn LS.
NEsLD: emp BeemLeIW PSSITEED
SUUSNE el 2 6T n@b: ypuiler, e@meurt
Qa1 2 gellemw OGS SPSSemISE 2 WG
SewLwing.
Commentary:.

He who has killed every virtue may yet
escape; there is no escape for him who
has killed a benefit .
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