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FAKING INTOLERANCE

There is a concerted campaign by
presstitutes to make India intolerant.
As a pseudo:

If you criticise and oppose me, it is
intolerance,if | criticise and oppose
you that is freedom of speech. As a
Pseudo | want to have it both ways.

A letter by a Muslim woman who
debunks the intolerance of

nationalism held me back to my roots
and so here | am, serving my country

since the last 20 years.
| studied in Manipal, Karnataka. |
lived alone like all students do. While |
was in college, all my professors were
Hindus and almost all the people who |
would interact with were Hindus as
well. There is not a single

Pseudos.

Amidst a fake
atmosphere of Intolerance
being created in India, in
the last 1 month, | owe my
version of what I, a Muslim
lady, living and working in
India feel like. This has
been due from me since
sometime. Now, | feel the
water has gone above the

incident when anyone
showed partiality towards
me based on my gender or
religion. Every single one of
them was kind and in fact
sometimes, | felt as though
they made an extra effort to
make feel like | was one of
them. | am ever so grateful to
\ all of them for making my life
in Manipal as comfortable as

head and | too need to
share my views. So, hereiitis.

| am a Muslim lady, a practicing
dermatologist by profession and | run
my own high- end laser skin clinic, in
Bangalore. | was brought up in Kuwait
and at the age of 18, came to India to
pursue medical education. | decided
to stay back in India while almost all
my friends left India for greener
pastures. Not even once did | consider
that being a Muslim could create a
problem for me, as my sense of
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itcould get.

After leaving Manipal, | relocated
to Bangalore with my husband. By
then | had been married and so we
decided to make our life in Bangalore.
There is a reason, why we chose
Bangalore and here is where | will talk
about my husband. He is a Muslim
too, with a very typical first name,
Igbal. He is an aerospace engineer
with MTech from IIT-Chennai and PhD
from Germany. His profession takes
him to the most highly secured

organizations of India, like DRDO,
NAL, HAL, GTRE, ISRO, IlISc, BHEL;
you name it and be assured that he
has visited all of them without any
hassles. Not even once has been
stripped off or asked for special
security clearance or any such bias
has been shown towards him. And
NO, things have not changed even
after Modi gov came into power.
Things are in fact more disciplined and
streamlined even at government
organizations, from what |
hear from my husband. As
a matter of fact, Igbal has
been completely stripped
each time he traveled to
US and was under secret
surveillance while he was
doing his PhD in Germany,
after the 9/11 attacks on
US. We literally received a
letter from the German
government that he has
been cleared and is not
anymore under suspicion. Talk about
Muslim paranoia! Its very
understandable too due to the current
situations in the world. My husband is
highly respected and loved by the
people he works with, and all of them
happen to be Hindus. None of this has
changed even in recent times, so
Intolerance is just a word for us on a
practical basis.

| opened my clinic last year, just
before Modi gov came into power. | am

Aamir khan

a law-abiding citizen and | file my
taxes like service tax on a monthly
basis. | have never indulged in any
activities, which could put me into any
kind of trouble. | am comfortably
running my clinic, which is doing very
well, thanks to all my patients and
clients, who all happen to be Hindus. A
handful of my patients are from other
communities. My entire staff is Hindu,
and believe me when | say that they
take better care of my clinic than |
could any day! | interact with
bankers, government
officers and with so many
people on a daily basis. Not
even once in the last 20
years, did | have the need to
even think of leaving India!
My entire family lives
abroad and all that | need to
do is just decide that | don’t
want to stay here. | have
open offers of opening clinic
in Kuwait, which would fetch
me huge amount of revenue and yet
why should | stay in India, if | am not
happy and if | am facing any kind of
bias?

In Kuwait, we are considered as
NOBODY. Yes, despite being in
Kuwait for the last 40 years or so, my
family is still considered as
expatriates, with no rights. We need to
renew our resident permit periodically
and the laws there constantly keep
changing, making the life of
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expatriates only harder. We have to
strictly comply with their rules and laws,
which is fine but we are openly
discriminated. They consider Asians as
third grade people, while giving
preference to their citizens, Arabs and
Whites. We are not unhappy there but
we have no sense of belonging either.
At least, | never had and never have
even when | visit Kuwait now. We are
Muslims in a Muslim country, and yet
we are considered as
Indians with no special
regards. | figured long back
ago, that India is the only
country, where | will have a
sense of belonging. You are
an Indian-American in US,
Indian-Canadian in
Canada, Indian-British in
UK and so on but only in
India you are an Indian. |

Salman khan} |
-

prominent people, living in posh
localities, their children study in the
best of schools and they have personal
security escorting them at all times. |
travel alone everyday and yet don't feel
afraid. | want to know as a responsible
citizen, from Amir Khan and Shahrukh
Khan as well, why did they make such
irresponsible statements and spoil the
image of the 13 crores of Muslims in
India? Who the hell are they to make
public statements based on
their personal perception?
Who gave them the liberty to
tarnish the image of my
country on an International
level, that Muslims are not
safe in India? How dare
Pakistan invites them to stay
in Pakistan? | feel hurt when |
read the statements of my
Hindu friends on Muslims. |

Period. Rest can say
whatever they want and defend their
choices but this is a fact. You can only
feel at home, in your own home. | have
lived in different places and
everywhere | stand out but in India. No
body in India asks me, ‘Are you an
Indian?’, and this is what makes all the
difference. a

So, what are these celebrities
ranting about? An ordinary citizen like
my husband and | are not facing any
such issues, then what have they
faced? Why is Amir Khan’s wife, Kiran
Rao feeling so afraid? They are
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feel afraid that they are being
pushed to the limit and the tolerance
and acceptance that | have enjoyed all
these years, might just vanish! | feel
afraid that my own people might shun
me and | may get alienated in my own
country, because of a handful of
ungrateful bunch of fools! How long can
| expect majority of Hindus to tolerate
this nuisance? It's high time that
Muslims understand the value of the
freedom and acceptance that we enjoy
in India and if not, | pray that my Hindu
fellow citizens continue to keep their

i sd/-
patience. Sofiya Rangwala
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Which board to choose from
SSC, CBSE, ICSE and IB ?

Choosing the board most suitable for
your child can be a harrowing
experience.Many parents are confused
with which board to choose. There are
namely four common boards like the
CBSE (Central Board of Secondary
Education),ICSE (Indian Certificate is
Secondary Education), IB (International
Baccalaureate)and the SSC (State
Boards).

A common misconception is that
CBSE and ICSE are both education
boards similar to SSC boards of state
government. CBSE is an education
board but ICSE is the certificate offered
after completion of the course and it is
not a board. Still ICSE board is
commonly used to mention this course.

Secondary School Certificate,
commonly known as SSC, is a public
examination taken by students in
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh and Goa in
India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan , after
successfully completing at least ten
years of schooling. It is followed by
Higher Secondary (School) Certificate
(HSC). SSCis an equivalentto GCSE in
the England.

State Boards are comparatively
limited in the content and subjects as
compared to other boards.The syllabus
is easier and hence less stressful to the
students.These schools being state
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centric are excellent for parents planning
to stay in the same state for life. The
State language is compulsory. As the
concepts are generally lagging the kids
have to be given external coaching, if
planning for IIT, CAT and other
competitive exams. These schools are
great for kids who are focused on
extracurricular activities like sports etc.

CBSE

Central Board of Secondary
Education: Know as the CBSE board. It
prepares the syllabus for students up to
Class 12. The curriculum is set by
National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT). The
board conducts India's two nation-wide
board examinations: the All India
Secondary School Examination for
Class 10 and the All India Senior School
Certificate Examination for Class 12.

Many schools are affiliated to CBSE
syllabus.All major cities have CBSE
schools, hence easy to move around in
the country. The curriculum is very good
when it comes to general knowledge and
general subjects. It allows the kids to
experience subjects without going deep
into them thus helping them to choose
the focus after Xth. This board prepares
kids for competitive exams like the IIT,
CAT, IIM and all entrance exams which
are held at national level and it gives
better chances for appearing for Armed

Forces Exams, NDA, IAS, IFS, IPS.etc.
The schools also focus a lot on
extracurricular activities Most of which
are compulsory thus assuring an overall
growth of the child. One disadvantage is
the length of the syllabus. It has vast
syllabus

ICSE

The ICSE is short form of Indian
Certificate for Secondary Education. It
was established by the University of
Cambridge Local Examinations
Syndicate. The council conducts an all
India exam for Class 10 called
ICSE(Indian Certificate for Secondary
Education) and for class 12 called the
Indian School Certificate (ISC).

The ICSE board follows the basics
strengthening syllabus. all the
introduction is repeated and then
quadratic equations are handled. Even
questions are based on the basics. This
makes the basics of the topic very
strong. This helps the student a lot of
confidence when higher studies are
involved. As his basics are very strong,
half the job is done. There is lot of focus
on language and literature. So good for
kids wanting to make a career which
involves writing, reading, talking,
debating, arguing, surveying,
historians, geologist etc. This
curriculum is very good when it comes
to general knowledge and general
subjects . However it is unnecessarily
vast.

This board is also good for
competitive exams like IIT, IIM, CAT, All
India entrance exams, but needs extra
time and coaching. Even Armed forces

exams can be appeared after this
board. ICSE syllabus is particularly
important for students who prefer higher
education abroad. Exams like GRE,
TOEFLand GMAT have a lot of verbal
ability testing. Its also excellent for those
who are migrating from abroad as the
curriculum is close to international
board. One important distinguishing
feature in ICSE syllabus is the
importance given to projects. Projects
are very important and they form the
basis of marking scheme in the
performance of the student. This makes
the student extremely active and it
improves his thinking ability.
IB Board

This board is excellent for kids
whose parents are globe trotters as it
enables kids to get admission into any
IB school across the world. There are
very few students in each batch, hence
ensures quality focus on each child. The
syllabus is taught in most interesting
and interactive way with the best of
equipments. The overall atmosphere in
the school is international, with kids
taking teachers as their equals.
However these schools can be
extremely expensive!

What we have attempted here is to
give an non biased analysis of each
schools. However each board has its
own merits and demerits. The choice is
up to you to decide which syllabus is
most suited for your child.

You are requested to forward this to

all parents in your contact sphere who
are going to take school
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